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Development of a resource book for writing that
promotes the learner's understanding of academic
arguing

NITSU, Nobuko* OSHIMA, Yayoi CINAMI, Kyoko SATO, Sekiko

YAMAMOTO, Fumiko
*International center, The University of Tokyo

We have complied a resource book based on collective knowledge and experiences of five
researcher-educators who have been engaged in teaching of writing at different educational
settings, and tentatively used the book in a writing course at a university. Our resource book,
offering approximately 370 sentence patterns, has the following features: 1) The types of
articles are recognized not in terms of BUNKEI versus RIKEI (liberal/social versus scientific/
technological) but in terms of the difference in the research method: experiment/research-
based versus literature-based; 2) Building blocks of the deed of arguing, i.e., research-actions
such as posing a question which combine into an organized structure of article, serves as the
entries of the book; 3) For each entry are presented several sentence patterns from very basic
to applied, and each sentence pattern comes with examples from real journal articles in a
variety of disciplines. In the tentative use, our book was observed to be of concrete and
substantial help to the learner in enhancing his/her understanding of the nature of academic
arguing through the learning of linguistic expressions.

keywords: Academic Writing, Resource Book, Research Method: experiment/research-based
versus literature-based



