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Autonomous Japanese Language Leaming Process for
Undergraduate Foreign Students

- Insight from interviews -

APDUHAN, Kyoko
Department of Human Sciences, Graduate School of Engineering, Kyushu Institute of Technology

The objective of this research is to develop didactics to support foreign students attain their academic goal
in the university. To extract the characteristics of autonomous learners, ‘we conducted interviews to
undergraduate foreign students and the person who has close contact to each student in 2005 and repeated
the interviews for the next two years. We observed that with the undergraduate student’s ability to build
his/her own human relation environment, one can establish histher self-identity, master one’s academic
knowledge, and adapt to one’s research laboratory. We can say that the aforementioned procedure is a
process for the undergraduate students to build self-confidence to use the Japanese language.

Therefore, we stress the importance of Japanese lessons to make them conscious to social language
learning strategies, and to make them motivated in building their own Japanese language learning
environment and reflect their language learning method.

Keywords: autonomy in language learning, interview; language learning strategy



