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A Survey on the Life of Graduate Engineering Major

Overseas Students in their Laboratory

SHIGETA, Misaki*
*Faculty of Engineering, Yamaguchi University

Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University

This paper presents a survey on the life of engineering major students in their laboratory. I examined

the Japanese language ability and knowledge necessary to work in a laboratory of engineering major

doctoral course students from overseas. I interviewed with 25 students (9 overseas and 16 Japanese’

students). The results highlight the difference between doctoral course overseas and Japanese students

with regard to their reason for attaching importance to the laboratory, customs that overseas students

were not aware of, difficulties faced by overseas students in managing human relationships, Japanese

language ability required by members in the laboratory, and the necessity to design the laboratory room.

When an overseas student, who possesses Japanese language ability and knowledge to work in a

laboratory, communicates with a Japanese student who is considerate toward overseas students, he/she

can study much more.

keywords:. Laboratory, Engineering, Doctoral course students, Learning Environment,
Interview, Legitimate Peripheral Participation



