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Study of Japanese Oral Proficiency in the Presentations of

Graduate-evel Engineering students from Overseas

SHIGETA, Misaki
Faculty of Engineering, Yamaguchi University

Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University

In the case of international students who arrive in Japan and enroll in graduate level
engineering courses, it is a daunting task to acquire proficiency in Japanese, which is needed to
pursue their technical studies effectively. This study examines the progress over a two year
period of the oral proficiency in the course of giving technical presentations in Japanese of a
group of engineering graduate students who had come to Japan to study from overseas and
discuss how effectively teach Japanese to international engineering students. The results
revealed that in two years the retention of Level Two vocabulary of the Japanese Proficiency Test
had improved markedly, while that of Level One vocabulary showed little improvement. Level
Three and Four verbs, although basic, are important for explaining technical matters. While
engineering terms are comparatively easier to acquire, there is a tendency towards remembering
the incorrect pronunciation of the vocabulary. Pre-intermediate level sentence patterns were
sufficient for explanations in their field. The results of this study can be used to design curricula
and syllabi to teach Japanese to graduate level engineering students from overseas. As no
technical Japanese oral proficiency criteria are currently available, the results of this study can
be used toward that end as well.

Keywords;, FEngineering, overseas graduate students, technical Japanese, oral proficiency,
presentation



