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On Reading Materials for Busy Advanced Learers with
Science and Engineering Major- Focusing on the Vocabulary

Analysis of Supplementary Readings -
~ HORI, Keiko
Office for the Testing Center, Test Division, Japanese-Language Dept.,, The Japan Foundation
This article reports the classroom practice of reading-centered comprehensive learning of the advanced learners with science
and engineering major. They do not have enough time to study Japanese outside the classroom. The main textbook entitled
"Practical Japanese for Science and Technology-Readings" was selected, and the supplementary reading and video materials
give a boost in the knowledge of science and technology. They are chosen from newspaper aﬁd% on science and technology and
a TV program. This article examines the adequacy of the materials focusing on the vocabulary analysis. The analysis of the
level of the vocabulary shows that between 20% to around 30% of the vocabulary in the supplementary materials is above the
1st level of the Japanese Proficiency Test. According to the survey conducted, by using a questionnaire after finishing the course,
the learners evaluate that the supplementary materials gave them information on cutting edge of technology, and increased
their vocabulary; their reading and grammatical competence have improved, and the whole course was interesting. However,
the learners oral proficiency improvement remains a challenge for the future.
Keyword: classroom practice, graduate students with science and engineering major, readings, aral presentation,
Supplementary materials, vocabulary above the I¢ Jevel of the Japanese Proficiency Test



