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Some Attempts to Increase Communication between
Learners of Japanese and Native Japanese Partners

in A Rube Goldberg Machine Production Project
FUDANOQO, Hiroko

Kanazawa Institute of Technology

This paper reports on a Rube Goldberg (or Pythagoras) machine project in which learners of Japanese were

paired up with native Japanese students as a part of the Japanese for science and technology course in a

summer intensive program. The paper first explains the course design and the production rules of the

project. Then it describes several attempts to increase the amount of communication between the partners

and discusses the effectiveness of those attempts.

Keyword: project, communication skill, Japanese for science and technology, Japanese partners



