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Report on a Survey of the Kanji Vocabulary of
Infernational Undergraduate Students of
Non-kanji Background

MUKAI,Rumiko* KUSHIDA Machiko TSUKIJILNobumi KANNO,Makiko YOSHII,Takaaki
*International Center, Ehime University 3 Bunkyo-cho Matusyama City 790-8577

In this paper we report the results of a survey of the kanji vocabulary of Malaysian undergraduate students of
non-kanji background studying in Japan on a Malaysian government scholarship. According to the results of the
survey it was found that, although they had a good command of physics vocabulary, they did not know enough
academic Japanese to pass Level 2 of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test. It is proposed that to be more
effective in improving the Japanese ability of these students there should be articulation between the Japanese
language preparatory program they attended in Malaysia and the Japanese language program at the university
they attend in Japan. It should be possible to design a language course in Japan incorporating their physics
background.

Keywords: non-kanyi background, undergraduate students, science/mathematics majors, karji vocabulary,
Malaysian government scholarship students, academic Japanese



