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Effectiveness of Online Learning Resources
for the Learning Chinese Characters
and Problems to be Solved

MIZUMOTO, Terumi* IKEDA, Ryusuke
*Faculty of Environmental Engineering, The University of Kitakyushu

This paper examines the effectiveness of online learhing resources for improving of Chinese students’
proficiency in reading and pronouncing Chinese Characters. The focus is placed on those Chinese
Characters used for "Basic Technical Japanese" which are expected to be learned before university
education begins. Although not only the understanding of Basic Technical Japanese by sight but also the
knowledge of their readings and the skills to hear and pronounce them correctly are indispensable to
international students, Chinese students rarely recognize the importance of learning those aspects. We
developed the online learning resources that assist students to learn those aspects, and tested Chinese
students enrolled in the University of Kitakyushu on those aspects in order to examine the effectiveness
of the online learning resources. The results of two experiments we performed show that online learning
resources enhance students’ reading proficiency and recognition of pronunciation more effectively than
printed learning materials do. Also, it was found that the students find it very interesting to use online
resources. However, many Chinese students have doubts over the effectiveness of online learning

resources. It is necessary for us to work out some means to enhance the students’ trust in them.

keywords: Online Learning Resources, Chinese Students, Basic Technical Japanese, Chinese
Character Readings, Chinese Character Pronunciation, Self-Directed Learning



