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Autonomous Japanese Language Leaming Ability

- Insight from interviews with engineering foreign students -

APDUHAN, Kyoko
Faculty of Engineering, Kyushu Institute of Technology

The goal of this research is to develop didactics to help foreign students acquire an autonomous Japanese

learning ability. We conducted interviews to foreign students and the person who has close contact to each

student. The self-evaluation of Japanese abilities, the methods of studying Japanese and engineering

subjects, as well as the responses to the learning environment were obtained from 14 learners. We analyzed

each case considering the contact person’s evaluation of the learner’s Japanese ability, and classify the cases

into two groups based on students’ attitude in recognizing the problems in the self-evaluation, in taking

action when faced with difficulties, and his/her aggressiveness to communicate.

Keywords: autonomy in language learning, interview, language learning strategy



