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Analyzing the Textual Structure of Law Paper
Infroductions on Civil Law, Commercial Law, and

Intellectual Property Law

KIMOTO, Kazushi
Graduate School of Language and Culture, Osaka University
kuugak@gs.lang.osaka-u.ac.jp

This paper analyzes the textual structure used in the introductory sections of 135 research papers on civil
law, commercial law, and intellectual property law that have appeared in recent academic journals
important for study and research. The results show that the introductions consist of 3 main components
which I have named “Moves”, and include the categories of “Establishing a Territory”, “Demonstrating the
Necessity of the Research”, and “Explaining the Contents of the Paper”, typically placed in this order. In
addition to Moves, the introductions are also composed of 13 subordinate components which I have named
“Steps”.

The tendency for the 3 Moves to be placed in this order is also seen in the introductory sections of research
papers in other academic fields such as engineering science and agriculture. The results also show, however,
that in the papers analyzed in this study there are many cases in which "Demonstrating the Necessity of the
Research” and the review of previous research, which are common in other academic fields, are often not
observed.

Keyword: law papers, introductions, text structure, Move, Step



