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Basic Chemistry Vocabulary for International Students: A

Selection Culled from the Indices of High School Textbooks

KOMIYA, Chizuko
* Graduate School of Japanese Applied Linguistics, Waseda University
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With the exception of such everyday terms as mizu (water) and kuki (air), Japanese-language courses

provide virtually no instruction in the specialized terminology of chemistry, and international students encounter

difficulties when they first embark on specialized degree programs owing to their lack of technical vocabulary.

The present project was carried out with the aim of assisting international students in efficiently mastering

the basic chemistry vocabulary that in Japan is acquired by the time of high school graduation. To that end, a

survey was conducted of the specialized terms listed in the indices of all twenty-five high school chemistry

textbooks used in Japan in the 2002-03 school year. Of the 2, 658 terms identified, 740 were found to occur in half

or more of the indices, and these were compiled into a “Basic Chemistry Vocabulary for International Students.”
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