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Undergraduate Japanese Tuition to Help Students

Carry Out Their Research Effectively

KOJIMA, Satoshi
International Student Center, Tokyo Institute of Technology,
2-12-1 O-okayama, Meguro-ku, Tokyo 162-8560

kojima@ryu.titech.ac.jp

There are many international students who have difficulty in fully developing their research
abilities as part of their major degree subject. In research, it is important to be able to (A) find out
detailed matters, and (B) to maintain a broad view. However, the results of listening and writing
tasks in their Japanese class showed that many students lacked these abilities. A class which
attempted to develop these abilities was thus held for overseas undergraduate students. In the class,
a 10 minute video of a TV program was used. St;udents were assigned the task of imagining the
necessary parts which were not on display —e.g. in order to produce the program, “preparation’,
“filming” and “editing” are necessary. Students were asked to imagine and describe these as precisely
as possible. Both (A) and (B) are considered to be closely related, and it was found that many
students could not describe them adequately. It will be necessary to use more detailed instruction
methods to help students to develop these abilities,

Keyword: undergraduate students, listening comprehension, composition, research activity



