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Current frends in Teaching Japanese as a Foreign

Language (TJFL) at secondary level in Hong Kong

MIYAZOE-WONG, Yuko*, LEUNG, On-Yuk Maggie, LI, Wai Kim
* Hong Kong Polytechnic Universify and The Sociely of Japanese Language Education, Hong Kong
egywong@polyu.edu.hk

Since Hang Kong's reversion to Chinain 1997, the Hong Kong Government has adopted the language education policy
of ‘Biliteracy and Trilingualism’ involving Chinese and English. Under the policy; there seems to be hardly any room for
foreign languages (incuding Japanese) to be included as regular subjects in primary and secondary schools. In September
2002, however, a government-fnded secondary school introduced Japanese language as a part of the regular curriculum.
The number of such secondary schoals was three as of July 2004, and is expected to grow in the near future.

The paper yeports on the current trends in TJFL at secondary level in Hong Kong, and various professional
collaborations made by the Sodiety of Japanese Language Education, Hong Kong (hereinafier, the Society) in the area. The
findings of a recent survey has summarized that secondary JFL learners are highly motivated to acquire “comprehensive
interactive competence” in Japanese to carry out practical and specific tasks. The Society has launched a publishing project of
learning resources (I ki Nihango by applying JSP approach, which are characterized as ‘learner-centered and task-based”.
The paper concludes with the Society’s future plans to offer seminars and teacher training courses to TJFL teachers at
secondary level.

Key words: Hong Kong, the Society of Japanese Language Education Hong Kong, TJFL in secondary level, JSP approach,
comprehensive interactive competence



