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The Effects of Graphics on Reading
Comprehension in Journal of Information
Processing: Comparison between Japanese

and Foreign Students

KATO, Yukari
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We investigated to identify the effects of visual information on reading journals of Information Processing Society.
The experiments were designed to investigate relationship among reading ability, background knowledge and
accurate use of visual information on reading comprehension of both multiple-choice tests and summary. It showed
that Japanese native speakers did not have difficulty to interpret the visual information accurately, which did not
influence the reading comprehension in multiple-choice tests. On the other hand, inaccurate interpretation of
visual information disturbed the comprehension of foreign students in case of multiple-choice tests. It also indicated
that accurate interpretation of visual information promoted the comprehension of Japanese native speakers in
summary, which did not show the same effects on foreign students.

Keyword: Academic Reading, Reading Strategy, Cognitive Information Processing, Graphical Information,
Reading Comprehension



