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The Characteristics of the Vocabulary of the Technical
Japanese: Based on a Survey of the Abstracts of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Japan 2003

KAMADA, Tomoko * FURUMOTO, Yuko SASAHARA, Sachiko YOMON, Miki
*Toyama Medical & Pharmaceutical University, 2630 Sugitani Ttoyama, 930-0194
ktomoko@ms.toyama-mpu.ac.jp

In order to form a database of Technical Japanese, authors extracted verbs from 120 abstracts of The
Pharmaceutical Society of Japan 2003. Then we analyzed the vocabulary according to the sort of words,
the conjugational forms, etc. We examined the frequency of words and made frequency lists of verbs and
the object nouns of high frequency verbs, etc. The following points were found; 1) Half of the verbs are
original Japanese verbs and the other half are Chinese origin verbs. 2) The words vary less in sort
according to the following order, Japanese original verbs (the least), Chinese origin verbs, object nouns of
functional verb ‘okonauw’, then object nouns of ’suru’, 'mochiiru’. 3) ‘Suru’ with a case marker is an
ordinary verb, rather than a functional verb, and ‘okonau’ is used as a functional verb with a case marker.
Then the more formal style words, like negation ZU-forms, and the verbs ‘okonau’, ‘mochiiru’ are used
preferably in Technical Japanese. As a conclusion, we propose a new teaching method in which words are
introduced according to the frequency order.
Keyword: Technical Japanese, Abstracts of The Pharmaceutical Society of Japan 2003, frequency lists,

Chinese origin words, mixed sorts of words, a functional verb
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