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An Inferiority Complex in Japanese Academic Writing:
Problems and Proposals for Writers

iNn Humanities & Social Sciences
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Many of the Japanese writers feel an inferiority complex that they lack the necessary knowledge and skills of
writing academic articles in Japanese. In order to identify the problems of such feelings, six academic journals in
the fields of humanities and social sciences were analyzed and categorized in accordance with their organizational
formats. This paper shows that the degree of the prospective writers’ procrastination depends on what research
fields they identify themselves with, which journal to send their article to, and how they view the activity of writing
as a means of their academic accomplishment. It also illustrates the importance of teaching writing skills as well
as understanding the editorial intention behind the format of each journal.
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