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BEXER

This paper analyzes languages. used in doctor’s theses written by international students majoring in natural
sciences at Japanese universities. The aim is to provide a framework for teaching international students
technical Japanese writing. The fields we examined were medical science, physical science, engineering,
agriculture, and pharmacy. We compiled statistics to show which languages both Japanese and international
students were using. We also investigated the use of languages, examining more specialized scientific fields and
differences between doctor's theses and master’s theses, using data from international students majoring in
engineering at Osaka University.

As a result of these investigations we determined that language use varied according to particular scientific
fields. In medical and physical science, authors tend to write their theses in English, regardless of their first
language. On the other hand, Japanese use is more frequent in engineering, agriculture, and pharmacy,
especially amongst international students whose native written language includes characters derived from the
Chinese. Also these students use Japanese more for their master’s theses than for the doctor’s theses.

Key words: academic papers in Japanese, scientific fields, academic thesis, languages used, first language



