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This paper is a survey and analysis of vocabulary from reading materials that academic specialists expect
undergraduate international students majoring in Environmental Engineering to be familiar with before
entering universities. Firstly, one survey shows that 25% of the words surveyed are words not included in
the 1 level of the Japanese Proficiency Test (0-level = Basic Technical Terms), and in terms of type, 45% are
basic technical terms. Secondly, another survey that seeks words that overlap with various fields shows
that just 5% are basic technical terms. They are overlapping with four different fields but basic technical
terms account for nearly 56% of the words in only one field. The survey analysis shows that international
students have difficulty in understanding their major subjects unless they have learned those basic technical
terms of 45% and 56% from the survey results before entering universities or learned immediately upon
their entrance. It is obvious that a broader Online-teaching materials for “Basic Technical Terms” should be
supplied for international students in order to enable them to study outside of class to meet their individual

needs.



