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The present report aims at investigating if advanced learners of Japanese are able to learn what they need in

their academic field from Japanese written discourse without serious problems. Based on W. Kintsch’s framework,
it is hypothesized that those L2 learners of Japanese are likely to fail constructing “situation model” when native
speakers are expected to form; therefore, L2 learners are relatively difficult to learn from Japanese texts.

Kintsch argues that it is necessary to distinguish levels of comprehension which are represented by “situation
model” and “textbase”. The former corresponds to deeper level of understanding and represents an integration of
the information in the text and prior knowledge.

An experiment was done to verify the hypothesis and expected results supporting the hypothesis is not
observed. The results suggest the necessity of further investigation both quantitatively and qualitatively.



