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This paper proposes that Japanese textbooks that can serve as science course
textbooks are needed in order to enhance intermediate learners’ skills to participate in
lectures and seminars. The desired features of the contents and learning activities are
discussed. A considerable number of learning materials and reference books that address the
needs of science majors have been published recently, which made it much easier to find
knowledge needed for academic activities. However, many intermediate learners, before they
can make use of those resources, need some materials that will help them experience how
they can actually overcome linguistic difficulties and actively participate in lectures and
seminars. Textbooks that serve as science course textbooks, which provide a comprehensive
set of learning activities including simulations of a science coursé, are needed to enhance
learners’ motivation and learning skills. The contents of this type of textbooks should
encourage active discussions and motivate ideas. The activities should include both the
preparations and production work. Also, suggestions should be made to enhance learners’
awareness on his/her own learning progress. Collaboration of Japanese instructors and

science teachers are essential to produce and use this type of teaching materials.

Key words: course participation skills, Japanese teaching materials as science course book,

simulation, topics for specialists, practical exercises, collaboration with science teachers
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1.to be effective 2. to indicate 3.to confirm 4.to grasp 5.to be trasmitted
6.to memorize 7.to control 8.to distinguish ~ 9.to advocate  10.to handle
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