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The authors have developed a reading textbook of Japanese for science and technology, which is targeted for
students who have not yet taken up research activities in colleges and universities. Because these Japanese
learners are cognitively matured, while the time they can devote to language study is very limited, both the
readings and the speaking/writing activities should be real and meaningful ones; that is, the students should
engage in exchanges of meaningful information. The purposes of this paper are to examine the text
qualities of original reading materials which can bring about such meaningful reading and to discuss the design of
a textbook that enables the teaching of speaking and writing skills as well as reading skills for the meaningful use

of language.
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